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a8 #oon as the committee {s through with it. A —

L3

?q_-xw. if you will just take that plece of paper

ding paper to witness), will you kindly look
apd see what the compnny admitted 1ta own per-
sanal property to be? A.~There is no necessity of
doing It at all

@.—1 want you to make some figures on {t. A —
here 18 no necessity of doing It at all.

Q. It fsn't & question of necessity; It != a ques-
.on of getting this matier straightened out? A.—
It 1= right there.

Q-No, no. I em going to have you do some
subtraction right here, and see If we can agree on
somothing. Now, put down thers the personal
property. 1 will read 1t to you, or you asn read it
yourself. Are you able to write? A—Yes, I am
able to write and read and figure.

Q~—1 thought you were. A—But you have it
right here without me doing it

Wil you kindly do it? A.—No, sir.

Q-1 will put ¥eu this quesilon, then. I suppose
1 have no Inquisitorial power to compel you to
write 1f you don't want to. I ask you to take the
personal property return which I show you there—
will you follow these figures? Mr. Hammond, take
«njs down. Take the personal property ftem, $17.-
7% 19, deduct from that statement of indebted-
ress here, loans and accounts payable, $12,213807 84,
Now, deducting the debis from the assets, what
do you got? Can you tell me? A.—You have got—

g -—Have you figured it? A —T have not

Q—And you don't care to figure t? AT have
told you 1 won't figure It

and Murray.st, and T want you to notles that on
that block there is absolutely no Inerease whatever,
except in one case, when §15.00 is added for an im-
proved bullding. A.—The nelghborhood may not
have warranted it.

Q.—But the block on which SLES00 was added
was Included by Barclay-st, Park Place, Broad-
wiy, College Place and Murray-st., and we have
already seen that the Broadway front didn’t have
much of an Increase; this block which s not In-
erensed at nll 1s Park Place, Church-st., Harciay-
8L, Murray-st., jomt the next block? A —There
might not have heen any improvements there, Prob-
ably the next block, there were new hulldings there,

Q.—But, sir, on the first sectlon there |s not an
Improvement. It is all there, every addition is put
for the purpose of equalization? A.—But this here
Is only a memorandum, That Is not g recommenda-
tlon, Mr. Moss,

Mr. Hoffman—Just one moment. Mr. Mosa, this
statement 18 very plaln of explanation. 1 think, it
you read from this down, you will find probably
that you have included In the 327000000 property
that s outside of the State of New-York.

Mr. Moss—No, 1 know just what you are talking
about, Mr. Hoffman. “Real eatate In other States
and forelgn countries.” We are not talking abwout
ronl estate at all

Mr. Hloffman—But the statement goes on, Mr.
Moss, to describe what real estate and what per-
sonn| property In the State of New-York, and It
shows F15,000,000 in place of 327.000,000; and then, de-
ducting from that, why, 1t would make the state-

I ment correct,

Q~—You won't? A.—I won't figure it on that If

1 wanted to, 1 could figure It very quick

aMr. Moss—What do you find that makes, Mr.
Hummond T

Mr, Hammond—3$4.849.978 20,

Mr. Moss—Now, you have also sald that there
should be deducted from that emount United
Siates pecurities 40007 A.—Yes,

Mr. Moss—Just deduct that. Mr, Hammond.

Mr. Hammond—It leaves 34,135,975 35,

Q—Now, is there anything elsa there that should
te deducted? A.—Aren’t there any other stocks
there?

@ —That is all, 1sn't 1T A —You have here New-
York State Canal Company and you have here 10
per cent of that.

Mr Hoffman—How many of them are there?”
A —FL 886,500 v

CLAIM OF EXEMPTION.

Mr. Moss—Are they exempt? A —TYes
@ —How do you know they are? A.—1 know they

e
Q@ =Do you know the lnw on the sublect? A —
Partly, yos

Q-What s the law® A.—State and Unlled
giates, ax well as ciiy, securities are exempt, as
s rule

Mr. Moss—1 do not know of any such law, but

put down $1866 560 26

Mr. Hammond—That makes 3221942809

Q—Are thers any other deductions that you can
figure out? A.- Ten per cent of the surplus,  $5e0K)

Q—<Ten per cent of the surplus? A.—Of the sur-
plus earnings

Q—How is that exempt? A —That 18, over 10 per
pent of the surplus we tax
empt, and If they have a surplus of over 10 per
cent. It is taxable.

Q@ —Ten per cent 1= exempt? A —Yes alr; and over
Y per cent §s taxable,

Mr. Moas—I don't know of any law for that, but
1 :hat ls the rclaim the witness makss, dednct
§70.000 from that.

The Chalrman-Is there anyvthing to show there
15 10 per centT A —Tt ia right there

Mr. Moss—No, thera {8 no statement of any sur-
plus at all. Where do you find any statement of
aty surplus? Ten per cent of $7.900.000 Is simply
1 per cent of the capitnl stock: that ts all. A.—That
Is right. It Is tuken me such

Q ~Do you take the capital stock as a surplus?
A.—Nn, but the surplus earntngs—10 per cent of the
gross value, Over 10 per cent is all we have to
asses=, {f there Ip any surplus earnings

& —~There is no statement of any surplus earn-
Ings there at all. A —BB071.24828 the amount of sur-
plus earnings.

Q —Well, $700.000 ts not 10 per cent of $5.071 243 95—
T per cent is not 10 per cent of that amount?T A —
About that.

Q.—=Np. A—A ttle more,

Q—A difference of $100000, Whatever rou figure!
in was 10 per cent of the capltul. Well, now, jet
us assume for a moment that you had a right to
made a deduction of 18 per cent on the caplital,
What does that mean?

Mr. Hammond—One million, five
forty-nine thousand, four hundred
eight dollars and nine cants,

Q —Now, then, allowing you everything that you
can talk about s a milllon and a half. How did
+hu reduce that to 3500007 A —~How much I8 that?®

Mr. Hammond—One million, five hundred and
thirty-nine thousand, four hundred and twenty-
vight dollars and ning cents

The Witness—What basis are you figuring on?

Q—0On fAgures you have glven, A~ havent
gfven any flgures, Mr. Moss, What [s your gross
capital there or assets?

GRELL MAKES THE TRUST IN DEBT

Q—Now, Mr. Grell, we have gone over thig thing
step by step, and the figures have been put down
ne you read them, as they were pointed out. Now,
I ask you this simple question, After having gone
oter this figuratlon with you, and having al
lowed them $70,000, which does not appear to me
to be a proper sllowance, but having aliowed ft,
we hiave a milllon and a half, and you have ne-
eepted by consent of a valuation of M0M0T A.—
Yes, sir,

Q—Why dld you do ft? A—Why aid T do 1t?

Q. —~Yes. A.—Why, It Is very plain, the figures are
here.  Capital and stocks; capital stocks, $15.071,-
245, 10 per cest of the caplial, 000, Real estate,
$04707 . storks and other sscurities, 32610550,
makes p debt of $16,780,567, nnd assets of $15,071.245

Q —Teuves n debt of 315,000,000, you say? A.—No,
the cupitnl

Q - The cupital $15M0,000 and the debt $16,000,000%
A—0Of renl extate deduction.

@ —Upon that, then, the company was $1.70.000
warse of than nothing® A.—That is true. They
had no nssess » PrOpErLY.

Q@ —Who made those figures on that yellow paper?
A —That was the chivf deputy. That 8 & return

a

t.“'h." Mr Grell? A —=No.

Q—0Or Mr. Tiaggert” A —Yes.

Q. -Mr. Taggert. Now, if you start up there with
$15,000.000, and attempt to deduct from it $i3.00,-
Aon’t yvou ses that you have started on & very
iendaquate figure, because the company admits its
Eross aseet to be $37.000000 and not §15,000000° A—
Who took this? This Is mot my figuring at all
This ls Mr, Feltner's

Q@ —That & Mr. Feitner's figuring” But thers 1=
your signature on It. A.—! know, wa have
10 have three signatures,

@ - ¥ou don't sign what you don't know anything
about® A —We have s MANY We CARY know the
exnct figures in everyihing,

BIGXED IT WHEN TOLD TO.

Q-—You mean to say, then, you have no knowl-
®dge of this matter? A.—Not this particular ane.

Q--And you put your signature on it hecause Mr.
Faitner had done 1t7 A.—Of course, we hava to do
it; eouldn't get along otherwise,

Q-Dion‘t vou ses now that what 1 tald you Is
true? If you are going to deduct real estate from
the valuation, you have got to start with A vilua-
tion that improves real estate? A.—That s true.

@ —And that ia 827000000 and not $15.000,0007 A—
Ok, no, 1t Is not $27,000,000.

Q—Dioesn’t that say so? A —FHeal estate and per-
sunal property.

Q --r’-.-.?'.-..fm and personal property, $27.000,0007
A %ow, let me tell you the majority of these cor-
parations don’t glve us the trus returna

Q@ =Very lkely not. A.—Therefore you have the

hundred and
and twenty-

"3,

farte thare.
@ —They don't tell you they have mors than they
ave? A-No.
derneatt? A.—You

. ~They generally put it un
know, Mr. Moss, 1 didn’t handle this.

Q —If they make any error, they err In thelr own
lavor? A.—Not necessarily,

Q.~You haven't known them
huve property that they didn’t
known them to make mistakes an
tres larger than they were.

Q. ~You have? What company aid that? A-I
lon't know. We have had It frequent Iy.

W—~Was it the Btandard Ol Company?
don't know. 1 didn't have if.

Mr. Moss—I think Mr. Hoffman wanis to look at
ihin? A.~Yer, 1 would ll.k;! to have it

(Paper handed to Mr. Hoffman.)

Q--I;:v. just & few moments. 1 have kept you
much longer than I meant to. We were talking
sbout equalization of real estaie before recess, n::
1 called your attention to blocks 123 to0 1M, &
you neticed that on that block the increase. wWas
$L665,000, a pretty large Increane for one block?
A—Depends on the section, Mr. Moes.

Q.—Thn second report Was for the hlocks 125
%0 127, belus Barclzy-st, Church-st., Park Place

to tell you they
own? A.—1 have
d make the Ng-

A~

Mr. Mass—[ do aot ses 17,
Mr. Hoffmen—1 wish you would Just read [, or
give 1t to me and 1 will rend (it

Mr. Moxs—1 cannot make It out.
MR. FEITNER EXPLAINS.
Mr. Feltner—TLet me see 1t, If you please. 1 think

I chn tell you what 1t s, (The paper s handed to
Mr. Feltner.) It has been taken on the basts of
capital and surplus, in accordance with the ruling
of the Court of Appenls. The Court of Appeals

| holds that you must take It on the basls of eapttal

and surplus, und here (2 87,000,000 capital and $5.000-
o0 of surplus, and, making the legal deductions of
the assemed value of reul estite, the stocks which
they hold and 10 per cent would make It

Mr. Hoffmun—Won't you read that statement
there?
Mr. Feltner—But that does not moke much aif-

ference, when we take It on the basts of capital
and surplus, as the Conurt of Anpeals requires.

Mr. Wilson—Then the capital and surplus to-
gother make $15 000 (007

Mr. Feitner—Yes; S13,000,000.

Mr. Moss—Hui. you ses, you figure on the real
estate, which has already been taxed
Mr. Foltner—But you must do thnt under the
Inw, You nre giving the valuntion of capital apd
| surplus,

| #f Mr. Feltner has got

Ten per cent is ex- |

Mr. Moss—Well. T am very glad to have the De.
partment put its explunation on the record. 1 have
been tryving very hard to get Mr, Gireil to do i1, and
it. satlsfactory to himseif,
why, it satisfies me,

The Witness—1 told you that before, Mr, Mows,
bt you would not taKe those figures there. It 1s
not my fault: it 1s your fault

Q. —Now, you notice that in the next biock, Mr.
Grall, surrounded by bulkheads, Murray-st., War-
ren-st. and Washington-st., there is an additton of
ST, which is placed on three plots, und not un
increass on wnother plot in the whole page, That
ix what it uppenrs. Now, It Is very apparent, Mr.
Grell—and thit |s the condition of all these reports
—thut in gome blocks there lx no fncrense n Other
blorks there ure very heavy increases, in gome
Liscks & few portlons are Increased, and no others,
mid the incsease |a always for equalization, Now,
fsn't it fectly clear, Mr, Grell, that the deputles
huve tried to tuke the amount that wWas necesdary
to be added to thelr sectlons and divide It up among
the houses us best they could? A.—Hepeat that
ynestion, pleass

WILI. NOT ADMIT IT.

Q. —Tsn't it perfestly clear thut the deputles have
taken the amount that seemed 10 Le necessary 10
ndd for their sectlons, and Jivided It up among
the housez a8 best they could? A.—Not neces-
garily; no, sir,

@—Well, what does it look Uke 10 you? A-
Well, you see, some properiy probably could stand
a ralse In 118 capacily, where others couid nuet.
Thers |k n vast difference in property, Mr. Moss
when you come to the ralse of property.

Q-1 show you two mors cf these It Is pretey
mrd to expiain them, 1 Know, but 1 want to glve
‘ot the chance If vou can do It. 1 show you this
lock, Church-st, Reade-st, Dusne-st und Broad-
wuv, There ls & nice, Important block, fsn't it?
A —But, Mr. Moss, you cannot take that figure
ihere (ndicating the paper) as the record.

Q.—You may refer 1o your record in any way you

ense. A.—Well, It doesn’t say that that 1s the
recard; the record doesn’t say that they ure car-
riell bver, as they gtond here (ndicating). This is
& memorandum

(.—The record ia here. These sre the fgures of
your deputy (ndicating). There, you sée No. e
Duane-st. wes Increased 103l per cent: No. 1
Duane-21, was Increased the same rativ: No. 100
Duane-st. wis increased 1 per cent; No, 98 Duane-

st. was increased 23 1-5 per cent, No, # Duane.st
wus Increased 78 per oenl. But you gel ob o
Broadway, No. 33 Broadway, the corner, wis

tnerensed only 12 per cent, while No, 1 Broud-

way, next door. was increased 40 per cent, No.
My M) per cent: No. 250, 68 2-3 per cent; No. 297,
8933!?1 per rent; Noa, 200 and 20 Hroadway, only

2% per cent, and the next corner, No 2¥1 Broa
way, only 10 per cent. Now, there you hava two
Hroudway corners inoreased respectively 10 wnd
1215 per cent, while a bullding down in Duane-st.—
two of them—was (nereased 108 per cent: ami you
have no ldes how that Is done® A.—That Is i dep-
uty’'s duty, Mr Moss. [ haven't any ldea why he
done it 1 don't know the reason he dotie 1L
@.—Then on block 18; not block 18—that should be
No. 153 to 156 Reade-st., Broadway, Duane Fim,
Peari. There we huve Nos. €2 and 8 Duane-st., in-
creased 100 per cent; Nos, 66 and € Dunne-st., In-
ereased 60 per cent; No, i1 Peari-st,, Increa @

r cent, No. #9 Pearl-st., Increased 130 per cent;
Nos, 41 and 347 Pearl-st,, increased 63 per cent, No.
2 Elm-st, increased only 20 per cent

FEITNER GROWS IMPATIENT.

Mr. Feltner—I would !tke to have some ATTRnge-
ment made to facilitate this matter Hers ure
fifteen deputies walting four or five days

Mr, Moss—Not four or five dava, Now, don't let
us have any discussion. Tell me who the deputies
are who are here,

Mr. Feltner—Several In the Borough of Manhat-
tan, three in the Borough of Brooklyn.

AMr. Moss—Who in the Horough of Manhattan?
You ses, there are some we can’t get without sub-
paEnns.

Mr. Feltner—About eight or nine in the Rorough
of Manhattan, There are three in the Horough of
The Hronx, three in the Borough of Brooklyn and
thres In the Horough of Queens.

Mr. Moss—Who Is here from The Bronx? A —Mr
Ford, Mr. Kelly. Mr. Cunningham—four from The
Bronx  Why, this will tike until the 1st of July

Mr. Moss—Is Michael Ryan here?

Mr. Feltner—Yes

Alr. Moss—Well,
Gurdner here?

Mr. Feitner—Yes

Mr,
Blumers here?

Mr. Feltner—Yes

AMr. Moss—lLet Mr, Blumers stay
here?

Mr. Feltner—Y

Mr. Moss—Let

h'&lt;" Fettner—No; he was not subpenasd, He will
be here for you, if it is important,

“let Mr. Ryan remnain. Is Mr.

alr, Gardner remain. Is Mr.
I8 Mr. Uthleln

()
Mr Uthiein stay. Is Mr Greenfieid

Mr &ll-"—lﬂ{\lr. ('annolly here?
Mr. Faltner—Yes .

Mr, Moss—W here 18 Mr. Connoliy?
Mr. Feltner—Out in the hali

Mr Moss—Is Mr, Cralgin here?
Mr. Feltner—Yes

Moss—Mr. Sleeman?  Is Mr. Larkin here®
Mr. Feltner—Yes

Mr Moss—Wall, esk Mr. Ryan, Mr. Hiumers, Mr.
Ulhlein, Mr. Greenfield and Mr  Larkin to remain
and the others return here in the morning, and it
¢ 1l right.

‘I}lllrb;":lmm'{ Mr. Moss, can't you arrangs for four
or five 0f thess to be here to-morrow and let the

elr work?
“;\{rd‘il::-—rl can hardly do that now. 1f 1 can
sond you word after we get through this aftarnoon
1l do that.
i nr. P'?'I!m-r-—“'ell‘ all right.
Mr, Mosas-1 want to urlnfr as well as T ean,
bur my difficulties are gquite large here, too  You
see, Mr, Feitner, you know all sbout this Depart-

ment and 1 don't
vou know It will take us time to do
g ]“l::’lf it ready by the Ist of July,

m'}";:: nfr.%i;‘t‘r.gmn—-mt of those except those re-

may now Eo
quﬁ:lvg‘;‘:'{'“;‘“m,“’f you may be excused untll

when you will have the rest of

us,
1d ke to have you make a

to-morrow morning.
that information for
Mr. Huﬂ’mnn-—tl’ ':::l;.
y atem i
" ah’;{t::—l!? afr. Cunnipgham here
—Yes.
ﬂ; F’Lm—ﬂ‘ﬂz.'l"unnlﬂl?ﬂm will walt; Cralgin
Mol vd will remaln.
"grnf!!a.mﬂhrﬁ!r, Btenographer, vou mark that
in evidence now. and 1 will have their copy of it

u rol
1°3;:°r‘:%fw:‘:,\ :':pr of the yellow paper, and the

"?l‘:. r(rerI will bring you a copy fo-morrow
morning. .
FROM GROCERIES TO TAXATION,
MR. BLUMERS EXPLAINS HIS RARE QUALL-
FICATIONS FOR VAIXLING REAL ESTATE.
Moss—Mr. Blumers, step forwnrd, please.

Mr.
g Hlumers AWOrn.
“"uﬁmm‘hr- you & Deputy Tax Commissioner?

"6_?60 are one of the e:n:ltl-mo:: ‘IM ‘n! mung
1 t property and estimate lts velue, an
;:f 1{”55.‘,. :n .po took. and the flgures you put In
the figures upon which the people

the book are
» A.—According to law.
Maw—"r'"h:. znl way they can be relleved from

“Agures which you put down is by appealing
::'llli:.r‘ommtnlomn‘.' A—Yen
g —You understand that to be

sir.
— that Is what you act u ? A—=Yes sir.
Z_ﬁﬁi long B?"" )-'lnu he:a&u muty Tax Com-
ner? A.—8ince June,
m'lf-';low did you get appointed? A — was notifisd
by the Chief of the Board of Taxes and Assess-

M what were you notifled? A—That I was sp-

nir
the law? A —Yes,

 pointed as a Deputy Tax Coramissloner on June 1
you not? A—1'n-

—You made
i

Q.—How and when? A.—I went to the Clvil Ser-
vice Board.
~1id you go to any one else? A.—No.
.~Who recommended you? A.—No one.
~Nobody nt all? An--.('o,
Q.—You had no recommendations on your Clvil
Eemce papers? A.—I have tonr ordinary store-

e :
—And you sand ina did you?
‘.Q_I {II(.L R oy pa an exnmination, :

.~ you remember what ratin had on
the examination® A —I do not. F.mferwﬁ or 78, 1
belleve, | don’t know the percentage.

Q —Seventy-slx or 78, you say? A.—And a frae-

on.
Q-T‘_ﬂ"@lﬂ y-eight T find on the ofclal document,

et 2 8

Q. —~What business were you In when you were
appointed? A —Dwellcacles, fancy groceries and
hardwaure.

Q.—A_dellcatessen store? A —No: wholesale.

Q. —~Where? A —At the foot of Eust Thirty-fifth-at

W.~How long did you keep that store? A.—It Was
not & store; it was a concern | was Interested in,
with three other brothers, since 1876

Q.~Then that wholesale grocery or delicacy busis
:'I""" has bean vour busitess since 18767 A - Yes,

HAD REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE.

Q —Ifaye you ever been in the real estate busi-
ness? A —Right along. We milt onr awn prop-
erty there, and | was agent for some real estate In
the mean time

Q.1 you had a large wholesale bnsiness there,
what time di! you huve to ne agent for other
prople? A —Any time | took, being concernsd
in the husiness,

W-—Whnt Interest did you have in the Erocery
business? A —Definltely stated, four brothers to-
gether,

Q—=You returned on your papers thet yott are a
solesman? A ~Salesman In the grocery business;
faney grocerien and delicacles,

W--Why dide't you tell the Commissioners of
Civll Serviee that y0u wers part owner in the
pusiness? A ~1 am not what you may eay liw-
fully, to this day

Q—Weren's you when you went inte the Clvll
Hervics examination & patt awiir of the biusiness?
A --No

A—=Tra,

‘:.‘ —~You were simply a salesman thers?
|

W—You gave me to understand you had three
brothers with voi in the business: that you snd
your three hrothers owned the business. Al
sl 1 was with three of my brothers there In the
Btislness.  Ard they wre now In there

~They ate pow In there® A —Yes
Aq -\:A'ul you were thers only as a salsman?
~Yes

Q—Were you on a  salnrs? A =My oldest
Erother wans the owner of the business,

Q —Were you on a4 anlary? A —Yeu sir.

Aq ;b.\nwl that wus your condition from 1574 on?

e e

Q- What salary are you receiving as a Deputy
Commissionsar® A —§1.700,

Q-—8.i" A —Yes

G~ Whereahouts are vou awsessing? A.—The
IVih DMetrict of the Horough of Queens

Q —Horough of Queens, whut dixtrict s that?
A —Newtown

Q—-Where do yon Itve? A —First-ave, Man-
hattan

Q. — What sxperience have vou ever had In Queens
County Tenl estate mattore” A —1 was over thers
two days a wesk for the lnst sixtesn years.

W —-Dulng what® A —Salesman

W —As 4 =alesman, you understood the value of
mets and canned goods, of course? A —And of
real estute, fod

& —Anil uf real estate? A —Which T sold over
real estate did you sell In ueeEns
7 A~ ¢nn mention two pleces In Throop-
Bve., No. 26

Q1% thut In Queens County? A.~That Is In
Brooklyn

That Is In Hrooklyn? A.—Yes, but not so far
from the Borough of Queens

W —And what els=? A —lamburg-ave

Q—That 1s In Hrooklyn? A.—Yes, very rlose 10
the elty line though

@ —HBut not close to the Horough of Queens,
n? A —Yes

g —What els= did you pell® A.—Nothing.

Q~When did you sell Throop-ave T A—A num-
Ler of years augno

W —1iood many yeura ngo? A.—1 can’t remem ber

@& —=Ten yenrs ugo” A.—l ﬂ}lﬂl 80; almust

Q —When dld you s&l] Haomburg-ave.? A -Six or
seven, or a little while thereafter,

. —8ix or seven Years ago?
been u yeur or two ufter.

TIHIAT ENDED HIS EXPERIENCE.

Q —What other sxperience did you have in real
setate In the Barutugh of Queens® A —Well, not
any to say that [ can remember in the Borough of

A.~1t may have

Wueens -
Q@ —IMd you increass the nssessments In New-
town? —Yen

Q —How much? A —Soms

Q@ —How much® A —1 am unable to say that
Q —The average Increase for the Horough of
Qurens, according to the publizhed stntement of
thi= Department, was quite large. Were your in-
creases np to the average? A—About,

Q@ —How did you know that you had to increnss
1t* A—Why, the charter s plain on that subject.

Qg —Does the churter say you must increass? A,
—Why, no.

Q. —What does the charter say? A —The charter
prescribes to assess a plece of property what it
would under ordinary circumstances sell for,

Q. —What insteuctions dld you reeelve nbout In-
creasing  the values® A =My instructlons were
from the charier

Q—Did yon understand, according to the testi-
mony of Mr. Grell a lttle while ago, that Queens
pesrsaments were up fto ahout the W per cent
lmilt wnd sometimes over? A =T dld not hear wll
uf Mr. Grell's tes:imouy.

Q—Well, that {= what he testified to, Does that
agres with your experience? A —<Xot entirely In
my district

g —He i speaking nbout past times: not, of
course, Gf the present time, but the past time
What do you know about the previous method of
asaensing property in that borough? Was It up to
the 10 per cent limit in 18887 A —Oh, nowhere near

Q—It was not” How do you know that®™ A —
Well, 1 found the records of selling proved that

Q—And did you try to bring it up to the 10 per
cent Hmit? A —1 don't understand you by the 100
per cent limit. 1 took the charter and assesssd 1t
for what 1t would sell for under ordinary clroum-
stances.

CONTRADICTS HIMBELF,

Q —Mr. Feltner testifiod that the Intentlon was
to ansess 2t ahout 75 per cent of the recorded sales
DId you recelve any such Instructions as thar?
A —No, sir

Q —IHd you assers at T per cent of the recarded
anlen? A—No, sir

Q—You did not? A.—No, eir.

Q —You pesessed at the full recorded sales® A —
I don't say, what you call & full. 1 assessed nc-
cording as the charter prescribes—what It would
under ordinary circumstances s« for

¢ =D you know whether or pot It has been a
custom in the past 10 yssess property nt less thun
fts full value? A —1 do not, sir.

Q—Have you ever thought that It was n proper
thing to assesn property ot less than fts value®
A~I did not think I had any right to think 1
Had n right to follow the charter as to Instructlions.

Q. —But have you ever thought it u proper thing
to assess property at less thon its actual vaiue?
A.—No, sir, T have not

Q.—And you have never done so® A.—No, sir.

Q. —1 want to rend your answer to that question
In tha Clvll Service examination The guestion
was: “As a rule the assessed volue of renl estate
ta considerably lower than its market value In

vour opinlon I8 thers any sound reason for this
value. If so. what?' Your answer was: “Yes
there i, As two propertles allke, owned by two

different men or owner=, will hardly bring the same
returns of rent, ang will hardly be kept In good
order for the same money, therefore, not helng
able to exactly find this, there {8 a sound renson
for keeping below the pctual valte go @8 not to
Injura the man that has not the executive ablilty
1o manage his property.” Was that your answer,
A.—T believe so

Q—And wan that the woay you thought at that
time? A=At that Ulme, yes,

W —Do you think so etill? A.—Not entirely,

THI8 CHANGED HIS MIND,

Q —What has changed your opinlon? A —My low
rating in the sxamination.

Q —Your low ruting In the examinatlon, which
was 71T A -8

Q —Upon this general paper, it was 7171 on this
genersl paper. A.—All right

Q.—You were fortunate to get 100 per cent In
your arithmetic, und that pulied you up. You were
wino asked this question: ““I'ne owner of a houss
romplains that the assessment I8 too high The
case N given to you for Investigui.on ;ﬂllmlnk
such facts as you please, . wrlie & report to the
preajident of the Tax Commissfoners, stating fully
the procedurs and the results of your Iinvestiga-
tion™ You answered that: "“To the Hon, Thomus
L. Feltner. President of the Tax Hoard. Dear 8ir:
As directed by your hotorable Board, on April —,
1588, 1 have sxamined the complaint of John Doe
exressive assessment of Mr. John Doe, of No
s, New-York—and find after due diligence
he 1« not entitled to any reduction in his ansens.
ment, sald Mr. John Doe having, in my estimation,
not stated Lhe truth In the figure of the amount of
his rents that he collects on the same, and wiso
the value of his Improvements.” That wus your
answer to that question, was 1t? A —[ believe fo.

q_._xqw, your 'r.‘l.ﬂl!?ﬁ upon the general paper wAs
2 by one examinar, by the other, and the aver
age was 71 Your rating for writing by sach ex-
aminer was 8, Your rlung for experience by one
exnminer wan 8 and by the other &, making an
average of 75 And had it not besn for your good
fortune on that arithmetle mw.!wr peroentags
wonld have been quite low. A —1 don’t think thers
was any good fortune In that

Q.—Hua It not been for your excellence—I take
the other hack—had it not been for your exrellence,
1 will sny, your marking would have baen very low,
Now, in assessing the properiv In your district, did

ou ronsult with any real estate dealers® A.—
lsunlly with swners.
Q. —IMd you consuit with the owners? A —As 10

12& figutes obiainable in the Immedinte neighbor-
@ - DA you tall any owner what you were golng

o assesy at? A—Oh, no

Q.—Dil you ask owner the value of his prop-
erty? A_—l‘ndwbt‘xg.

3.-1’ u did? A—Yes,
—~IMd he know what you wers asking it for?
A —I bellave not.

Q. —~Why didn’t he? A.—Because I don’t think they
would have stuted the truth,

Q.—You went to the owners, but you went, not
stating your real purpose? A —Yens, sir.

QUESTIONED 1HE OWNERS

Q. —You went to the owners and asked them the
Vulue of thelr property? A.—That was all

Q—You went to them In what way-—representing
vourself to be & real estate mpeculator? A.—Repre-
senting mysell as nothing. ey did not put the
question

Q. —Who Instrueted sou tc do It that way? A —
My own common sense.

The Thalrman-What was your custom? You
went to the real estate owner and asked him what
he valued his property at? A —ln very few canes
The record shows

W—What record do you mean? A —"The Record
and Gulde” And they show the transfers,

. —Houw many on an average? A.—One hundred
In three months.

Mr. Moss—Whom dll you report te? TYou made
weekly reports, | supposs: you made weekly reports
similnr 10 these® A —Yes

Q -—-Whom dd you give those reports to? A —The
chief of the offic

Q —~Who was that? A.—Mr, Bell,

o —Lid you come to New-York with those re-
ports? A1 had to come to New-York to do the
office work., we were so much in arrenrs In fixing
up the fisld books, the maps were not ready, 1 haid
ty come over very often to the New-York office

Q -Hut vou hnid on offise in Queess? A.—Yes,

air
Mr. Condon,

Who war In ~harge of that® A

(¥
Q. —Mdr ‘on report to Mr. Condon? A —No, 1
was dlp the chisf to report to the New-

oted by
York office 10 fucllltur matters for myself
i --Didn't you have any oonsultation with Mr.
(Condon, the chief of the offiee? A —No. )
g —-And did the other deputles report to New-

York A-No

- Only yourself? A —No, there werp several
others

@ -Why was that so In your caxe” Why weren't

you reporting to the chiel of the l..l\ll“l'!r County
ofee® A —Onir maps wers not rendy. and 1 had to
enll eversy third of fourth day, somelimes every
other dav, 10 Eet new sheels,

@ —Thesi in fxing the values In Queenn County,
wherg you ware, you dido't have tha advice of the
chief of the Quesns County offfce? A.—He didn't
nidvine, 50 fur as 1 know

HE TOOK NO
Who a4t advise you In AxIng values? A.—No

ADVICE.

Q
Ui,

Q.—In iew many cases Al you consult with the
pwners in the cases you have testified 107 ATt

14 pretiy hard for me to say,
lj -Wers there many ? A.—Not many.

Q —Hsif a dozen? A —More

Q~-Ten~ A-Yes 3

Q.- Why did you see the owners In only ten cares?
A —There was vieant gru;n-rly in o good mauy
cases; we couldn't find the owners

14— Weren't thers more than ten occupled nlaces
In the district you coversd” A —Yes .
Q= Huilreds af aceupled places In your district
A-—Yers
@ —Why didn't you mes the oWNers in each rase™
If it was the right thing to do in ten cases, why
not do It in ail? A.—it would take me 8 year #d
& half to do it, amd 1 hod to get rewdy by Neow
Year's

(- IMdn't you have any hesdquarters over there?

A ~No, =l

W—Then %ou had no consultation with rea. ¢s-
tats dealsrs or experts in that loeallty? A.- Halng
I rontact such o long while with real estate—

o~ No am usking you while you wers an
ottictal and while you were On the work of fixing
the vaiues for the purpose of taxatlon, you golng
over from the BHorough of Munhattar, In. whi
vou sttll fivae, did you heve any consiltation with ex-
renl estnte men of the Borough Of Queens,

pert ‘ L ’
while you were HAximg those vailies: A1 was
forem: -
Q. —Never mind that now. Answer the questlon,
A —Yea

& rnn .
3 ,:‘\ ho did vou consult with? A—Some people

out there In Hrookiyn.

W—=Who? A—Une or twn

Q—Who—one or two |8 only one or two-—name
them? A —Well, & certaln gentleman up In Coruna
Park

:J —What was his name? A —Hls name was Ham-
flton

iy —Whnat s hia business?, A —A real estute
denler.

Q.- DId vou consult with hMm? A.—T don't call it

a consultation, | merely asked lh!m what lots wera
ing tn his immediate vicinily

br&n_g U“l vou nonsult with any one flwe? A—And 1
wen! to some of he owners

@ -You huve sald you went to ahout ten owmners
s that all the consiltation you had? A —1 belleve
| VB

HOW HE GOT THE BASIS,

y —How did vou get the hasls for estimating
vulies? A~By geiting the figures of piles.
Q. —Are gales alwavs relinbile® A.—1f you have

ten soles In an immediate nelghborhood, | am sure

mogt of them are
L =Tu lie glire, IThG
vail where there ure ten recorded saies A

neariy all of mine
& —-Whers are your booka? (The wltness pro-

duews o buok )

@ —Did you huve any consultations with Mr. Con-
don amd Mr, Powell, the chie? und deputy chief of
the Queens l"n:ll'l;l\i oglc-. # Lot v'nIu-n? A.—~There

eputy chilef in Queens LCotnty
l‘(}m:l— :lj'h?areyll a chisf clerk® A —A chief rlerk, yes.

. —Well. now et us atrike in here at random and
see what we find I your hook. You did not sy
that vou had made very heavy increases, but iet us
sed *ilc-r» w the property of Alles Schwartz, in-
rrenss] from 390 to $L200, 100 per cent, What was
that Inerease made for? A ~Improvements on the

property

Q—Where doss it show that”
There ars the marks on this hook
Thos= muarks show the |mprovemenis,

thay?. A Tew.

W—Here you are on an up:}otlt! ecorner; voi huve
liorensed from $W0 to 31,50, What waa that for?*
A —To equalize with the adjoining property.

Q. ~Well, the adjolning property 1s talasd O per
cent? A—Yen

QG —FHut this property (s ratsed nlmaost 100 par cant;
how does that squalize? A.—T don't think you htve
1o explain that

Q. —~You have sald that it was to squalize with
the adjoining properiy. and 1 have shown you that
the adjolning property was ralsed 0 per rent and
this particular place s raised pearly W0 per cent
A —A#sessmenta ar= no criterion to go by

Q. —Hut you sald It was to equalize the sdjolning
property. A —But you buse your guestions on
furmer twsessments, and common sense will tell you
thint former assessmenta are no criterlon to go by.

Q —Common sense will tell you that? A —Yes

Q —What are they In the book for? A- What?

. —The former assesaments? A —Sort of o gilile

LEANED HARD ON THE CHARTER

Q. —1f you cannot go by the former assessmants,
whit ean you go by? A.—The charter.

Q. —The charer does not tell vou what the value
of property In? A—~From my Civil Service examina-
thon, it is proven that [ om able to pesessa

Q —It proves that you huve pasasd your examina-
tlon: that ts all hat it proves. It dnes not prove
that yoti are shle to assess, A —The Clull Service
examiners seemed to think so

Q—Your average was 7! on your examination
pEpern? A.—My percentnge was T8, Mr, Mos=

Q-1 am speaking of your general gapers, You
oy wou only talked with Mr. Hamilton about some
lots 1n his neighborhood, and you only talked with
uhout ten owners, and you are not in the real esinte
business, but are simply in the grocery business
Now, 1 wornld ke to know where you got your hasis

bt how many nelghborhoods Im}"-
n

A —iIndicating)
do

for golng over this entire place of Newtown and
miking your assessments? A.—Arriving at the
cour=e aof conatruction of bulldings

@ —Have you ever heen a ‘milder? A —Yes, sir,
we have bullt our own bulldings

Q. —Yon have bulit your own factory® A —Oh,

no; quite a building

Q. —What kind of & bullding® A.—Brick butiding

Q —RBrick bullding. When did you bulld k? A—
In 1892

g —What part did you take In the hullding™ A.-
From the bLlasting of the rock to the covering of
the .

Q. —What
purt

Q. —That |s one buflding in the clty of New-York
How muny butldings ke that did you value i the
town of Newtown? A —Oh, there are qulie some,

Q. —How many? A —Oh, (hat s tmpossihie
stale now.

Q@ —Did you learn from the bullding of that house
how to value wooden bulldings. cottages and things
of that kind? A ~Undoubtediy.

Q—What kind of buliding have you got? A.—
Brick butlding.

g —How large® A.—Abaut 71 by &

Q. —itow many stories? A —Flve,

i —Bullt In 182 Now, vou feel, because you are
W salesman dn A business owned by your eldest
brother, and helped him in the Aguring on a build-
ing tn the city of New-York, T8 by T, that you are
abie to wo Inte the Horough of Quesns and value a
Lullliog there® A.—1 do, and the results of my as-
suesments will show It

DID IT TO HIBE OWN SATISFACTION.

Q —And your ability to value the land in the dif-
ferent corners wnd the diffsrent points In Newtown
1 got in no other way than thoge that you have
testifed to? A —To my sutisfaction,

@ —To your satisgfaction. You mre able to do 1t
to your satisfaction, are you? A.—1 think | have
done what was right toward the publie.

Q ~Now, what was the percentage of Increase in
Newrtown, as you mude it? A—T don’t know,

Q —~Haven't you figured it up? A.—I haven't had
that much time.

Q —How many pleces have you had to examine”
A —Something over twelve thousand

Q. —Twe've thousand pleces, And the law requires
you to look at each plece? A1 414, sir.

Q—You did. In what length of time?
manths.

Q.—In three monthe you went over twelve thou-
sand pleces and examined them mnd put & valua-
tion on for the purpose of taxation? A.—Yes, sir.

M you do? A —Flguring; fAnancial

ta

A.~Thres

Q—With no other provicus experience except you

were a salesman in your brother's grocery busi-
ness and helped to figure on the bullding, and elght,
nine or ten years ago, you sold two pleces of prop-
erty in Brooklyn? A.—Well, I have had—
g.-—Auyu:ln; eise? A.—Other real estate.
~What real estate? A —Differont sa
- .;i nlut-'.' A.—Before 1 ever went In the
ment.
sales A —In the city of New-York as

wall as Brookiyn.
%—Hw muany sales in the city of Mew-York

and Brooklyn? A.—! am not able to state.
.--An{lthln expensive? A.—No,
‘—Well, I don't care to pursue it, then, Here 1

notice In Sprague-st, you didn't ralse at all, exoept

one plece from $H00 0 3500 for some improvements.

There you are exacily evan. Here at Tralns's

Mendow, s it? A —Tralos's Mendow,

FIGURES OUT AN INCREASE.

Q —You decreased from $000 to §.00.  What I»
thut? A —That s not & decrense, The old nasess-
ors amsessed by names, and Look different pleces
und the new system cut it up into different blocks,
different pleces, and assessed those, apd there is
actualiy an increase in 1899, .

@ —There Is now mueh Increase? A1 don't re-
member how they are all located. Now, this [s Mr,
Trull's, No. B AL Now, see thnt plece, Block 1,
Lot i —

—Toll me about thia nver here on Teversdge-
st You have ihem incrensed, 850 lote Inereased (o
$i5, 4 whole atring of them. A.—Not sll of them:

Iy about one-hulf, The rest 1 left, necording to
ation,

Q

o

. —There nre some increases from £ to §75, and
some cemaloed at £75, and right Among those that
romalned at 35 I8 nn increase from $75 to $B00:

what Is that? A.—A buliding put on,

2—“’!1;: f# the rcause of those Increases o0
Riker-ave., 850 1o 815007 A —Rullding:

W.—Those are each for bulldings, are they? A—
Bome of them are very low, according to location
In #ach block.

Q.—There 18 0 genernl {ncrease of $50 lots to $75°
A.=Well, no, not general, 1 think about one-third
ull through

Q. —~Wht s this Increnss from $70 to $2007 A —
The old assessor used not to make any distinetion
betwesn a corner jot ard the others,

2—Why I8 the other one Incrsased from §55 to
$17 A —On the nvenue?

Q=Y on the avenue? A —Much more valuabie
Ihan stde-ntreet lots, the old asaersments not being
wny criterion to go hy,

Q~There Is Juat where we get to the int.
Thers you have varloys assesaments which I
showed you, and | suppose there are many more
on the bookw, some which remalned st the sime
fleures, some Incrensed 25 per cent, some increased
My per cent, some 100 per cont, some more than
that, and you say the old assessments are no cri-
terion to g0 by at all, though you have It on your
book, Whet Informetion, #xpert information, have
yonu had that enables you, as w New-Yorker en.
guged in the grocery hisiness, to go over to Querens
County and do those people justics® A —The an-
uwer to that, | would say, would be the very few
applimitions that were handed 1o for reduction,

FEW FPROTESTS RECORDED.

Q-—Now,. do son think that is a fulr anawer to
thit question? let me show you Supposing you
have & Jot assessed last yesr at $l this year
Yol Jump It to ¥, that is an Inerease of $100, in-
crense of WM per eent. Now, the owner of that,
some small person, | £ out thers, perha) owns
that lot. He appeils to the Tax Commissioners to
reditgu the assessment. He hos got to prepare
aitidavits, got to get tesiimony? A-—No, mukes an
upphication for reduction,

. —1 understand, but carry It through. He may
bave o gel testimony, and be representsd, and if
he wucoseds, all that he gains |8 $207, supposing
the tex Tate to be 2207, You sew that” A —Yes,

Q—Where most of your property ls valued In
small amounts you can Iperease people W6 per
cent, HMr per cent, W0 per ecent, and 1t would not
pay them to go and tght? A1 can. but I didn't,

g—l_nu,\f youti can, A.—Hut 1 didn't,

)~ You Inereaused 100 per cent in a number of
cufrs, ax We ses by the books  And It would not
;uu‘ them to fght, because they would only get
415 on the hundred of texation? A —You found
one t=m here, @ corper lor, and the former as-
sessor, | supposs. didn't think u corper lot wus
worth any more than the ather

Q=0 you know whut the entire Increasse for
Queesng County was? A —Fur Queens (ounty?

Q —Yes for the Borotigh of Queens? A —1 do not
20 vou know what the peroentage of inerease
for the Horough of Queens was? A -1 do not,

Do you know what the percentuge of Increase
fur vour distriet was? A.—1 have not had time to
g+t the particulars,

.~ You don't knew, do you? A —No, sir. 1 know
what percentage 1 have had of applications for re-
duction.

Have yvou had any instructions about the per-
centage of Increase? A, sir

Mr. Moss—Thut will do

Mr. Hoffman—Walt, I have one or two questions,
Have you had any spplicarions made to reduce the
nsseswed valuation that you huve placed upon the
property? A —Yes, sir.

Q. —About how many? A —1 think somewheres
near two hundred out of twelve thonrend cases,

TWO HUUNDRED OUT OF TWELVE THOUSAND

Q—Two hundred out of twelve thousond? A.—
Yes, sir,

Q. —What ls necessary In the first Instance—what
step Is necessary, rather, In the first instance, to
have the Commissionsrs ot Gpon the assessed
valugtion placed upon property by s deputy or
Commissloner by u person who feels himeell ag-
grieved is 1t Ly application to the Tax Commis-
sioner? A —We huve blank forms which they fill
out,

Q@ —And =end In to the Tax Commissioner? A.—
Yes slr

. —That does not require peraons who feel
selves aggrieved fo go Into court, does §t?
No, sir.

Q.—They have the right to make the applieation,
In the first instance, to the Tax Commissioner? A,

1 am quite sure the dully papers published It

—No

them-
A==

fur three months, every day
Q. —Well, they huve thart right, to make that ap-
plication? A.—Y#x, sir

then the Tax Commissloners have the
if they deem ft
#0 In

g —And
right to reduce the ussessment
excessive? A —Yes, sir, and they have doue
ROMIe Clses,

Mr. Hoffman—That is all

The Witness—Are you through with me, gentle-
men?

The Chalrman—You say they have made a_re-
duction from your Bgures in some cases? A —Tes,
alr, of 4, per cent from the totais

The Chairman—That s all

Mr. Moss—1s Mr. Hvan here—Mr. Michasl Ryan®

Mr. Ryan—Tes, sir

OBJECTS TO DOING SUMS,
DEPUTY COMMIBSIONER RYAN QUESTIONED
ON HIS EXAMINATION PAPERS

Michasl Ryan sworn.

Mr. Moss—Are vou n Depury Tax Commissioner?
A - Yes=_ sir.

Q.—Appaintsd when?
Inst June.

W.—~Whut busihess were you
uppointed® A —1 was a 0City
fourteen Years previous A

Q. —City ussessor In Hrooklyn? A —Yes, slr,

Q. —Whnt was your business before wee
T was in the roopernge bisiness for about thirty

VOATS, Up 10 TWO Years UKo,
The Chatrman-Tp to how ul.'i%—hl!“ recent? A
~1p 10 about two yeirs ugo, guess—from 1862
Up 10 1WO Vyears ago 2
Mr. Moss—Your pereentnge on the Clvil Bervice
examination was Th41T A —1 don't remember, Mi.

A —1 think It was & yenr

in when you were
assessor for ubout

Moms, what f= wus

Q—Well I read from the offielal record that 1
have here” A.—It W only u wonder how we got it
1 ~How wo? A~ Well there was a4 little ex-

cltement there nt the time
\\éhnt was the sxeltement; what was It about?
gentleman put out of the

A ~=Well. thers was &
pince there, anid there was five of us thers, aml
only two got out whole, out of the business nltos

1 you—what gentleman was

A—(me of the geantleman
examination. It seemed he
kind.

put aut of the place?
that wis pusging his

talkel, or something of that

Q.—Yes? He talked during the examination, did
he, and was put out? A —Sa the examitier safd.

W—Well, vou were put out, ton, weren't you?
A.—Nn, #ir, 1 were not,

Q —Well, you were required to make some afM-
davitT A —No, slr

Q—Well, you didl make an aMdavie, didn't you?
A.—No, »ir: 1 dil not

Q—You did not? A— sir

@ —Thers are affidavits uttached to your papers, 1
sre, which misled me. 1 see they are not your uf-
fdnvits” A —No, guess not

DID NOT EXPECT IT 80 LIVELY.

Q —Nn, I ase they are not. They are the aMdavits
of John ¢ Flizgerald and of John Schiemm, ia
that affect you in uny way® Why do you apenik
of f1* A -Well, it made me o little excited, cer-
tainly, and | never knew anything shout a il
Barviee examination befare.

Q.—Non, I notice that on your arithmetic paper
you only got 3 per rent There were seven exam-
ples, and you only attempted three of them. and
on the first example you are marked & 1 wiil
state here, from the record, that the first ques-
tion was the addition of & number of large sums,
and it appears that three Agures in the Answer wers
incorrect. The answer wis incorrect in the par-

tieylar that thres ﬂgum were wroas_hnru! the
examiners allowed § for that answer, at bel
an ineorrect answer, which was allowed nt &
thers were only two other sums completed, and ¥
was allowed-—3 per cont. The m-rkiaﬁ'nn the gen-
erul puper I8 T8 The marking on the paper of
previous experience is 8 and #3-no, for writing it
Is 9 and ﬁ and for previous experience it s
—and that was because of four having been an
aesewsnr for #0 MONY VAaTe supose? A.—I don’t
know what the cause of It was

Q. —Now, the second exnmple which yvou wers re-
quired to perform was this. “On property ansessed
At SALETAE a tax of SMT208TH s levied. What Is
the tax rite™ Why did vou not do that? A —Well,
1 don't know. Probably it might have been the ex-
cltement, There was some period there that was
very exclting

Q —Well, how would you do thot* Tet us know?
A —By fSguring.

Q —How would you figure that example? Just
look st It there (ehowing paper to withess)? A.—
You can figure 1t, If you choose.

Q. —No; 1 am not going to do (& T am nsking
you ta? A.—I say 1 am not going to. You can
figure 1t, if you choose

@ —No, I am not: [ don’t choose to flgure 1t
A —~Well, T don't chioose to, either.

Q—Can you do 1t? A —Yes, sir.

Q.—How would you do It* By what method
would you do 1t? 1 ask you that, hecause you 41
not answer it on your Civil Bervice examination,
and it s but failr to you to give you the oppor-
tunity to do It now, to show that you are su-
pertor to the paper? A.—~Well, 1 decline to do it

Q.—You decline to do 11?7 A.—Yes,

@ —All right, then. The fourth question, which
you did not attempt to do upon your paper, was

houge "
A.—Well, If T bad to do I, I would do It

Q—How would you go to work to do R?
decline to answer that. If 1 had to do it, T would
do it

Q—You would do it or you would get it done?
A.—No, sir, 1 would do it

Q.—How would you do 1t? A=l decline to an=
EWer,

Q —Another question was this, which you did not
anawer: Suppose the house In question is 46 feet
high, and the extension 30 feet high, what are the
cubleal cor of the bullding, disregarding space
below the level of the street™  How would you g
to work tn do that? A.—I1 deciine to answer.

Q-1 suppose you do not care to do these sums®
A.—No, 1 don't feel a bit like that just now, I
can tell you thit,

Q—And the weventh gquestion was: “The (a%
raised on a oertain plece of property Is $71 16, The
tax rote 1s §1 75, What ix the assessed value of the
property ™ That sou could not do. Wil you do it
now? A~—o, sir. 1 wiil glve you an equal answer
to that.

Q. —There are three—there are four—of the sevel
examples which you did not do or attempt to do
on your Civil Service examination, and as to which
now you do not care to Indicate the method of do=
ing. A—No: it is ton warm, and If you choose I
would be pleased te have you do It

Q—-Well, | am not doing any sums now. A=
Nelther am [. iLaughter.).

Q@ —Will vou slso tell me why It was in Question
-1 will read you the question first: “Find the (A%
rufeed at 27 on properts assessed at §30.48," and
In giving your answer you placed & decimal polnt
in front of everything Why did you do that? A=
I simply put the decimnl polnt In the wrong place.

Q—But you have two decimal polnts placed
there? A —1 placed the wrong decimal point.

Q—You are wiling to explain that? A.~That
don't cost me mny Aguring. and [t is very easily
done,

Q—TIt Is an effort to figure in hot weather? A
It 1& more than 1 want, | am sure, with sitting in
here all day

TURNED LOOSE ON BROOKLYN,

Q —What portlon of the city of New-York have
{ou been nsseasing? A —[ have been a the
joroigh of Hrooklym the Twenty-sixth Ward,

Q. 1% that the ward you have been acquainted
with? Al have been sequainted with it somes
what, yves sir

- Did you ratse your assessments? A —Somee
very llitle.

q —hmn{nu decrease some of them? A.~No. I
dJon’t thi 1 did

,—What was the percentage of increase In your
distriet? A.--1 don't know. We don't know anye
thing about the percentage when we lavy an ass
segyment, We simply go und perform the work,

Q.—l1 know. but the Commissionsr has fAgured
out & percentage on the Borough of Hrooklyn. I
wint to know If the deputy who assesses a certaln
district knows the percentage he ratsed? A —1 say
1 don't do 1t an A percentuge

Q.- Do you know what pereentage 1t was raised?
A—We are not through: no, sir

Q.—You don't know? A.—| say we are not through
with the work vet, -

@G -You dor't know. ‘That Is an answer. A
We are not through with the work yet.

G -Whoem do yvou report to? A—How do you
miean

Q~Whom do you report your assessments to?
A.—1 report them to the deputy In charge, and he
reports them to New-York.

A~Mr,

iy =Who was the deputy
Howe, I think.

Q=DId you recelve any Instructions before you
went out to make the assessments as to what you
wonld do? A.—Not any

Q. —Not any Instructlons? A ~We were (nvited to
the offies In New-York and simply the charter was
read to us ps to what our duties were, and that I8
all the Instrustions we ever had.

Q80 that when you went out you had the fleld
In your district entirely to yourself? A —Sure

Q@ —Not required to consult with anybody? A
No, sir.

Q ~Not overlooked by anybody?
losked ?

Q —Not looked over by anybody? A.—My distriet?

Q—=Yes. A —No, str.

Q. —You consulted with no expert in your district?
A.—1 consulted with several people.

Q.—Who? A.—Peopie in the distriet.

Q—Who? A —Butiders aml owners.

Q.—Huew miny? A —Several

Q. —How many? A.—Frobably Afteen, Lwenty, &
thirty.

in charge?

A —Not over-

HE CONSULTED A LITTLE.

Q. —Then you did consult™ A.—1 did, ecertalnly.

Q@ —And for the purpose of getting at the values?
A.—At the values

Q.—And that did not lead you to increase? Ao
No, sir.

Q—led you to keep things as they were? A=
thought they were high enough, except in some
Insthances,

Q —There have been very few, very slight ralses
In the Borough of Hrooklyn? A —Particularly in
that loeality.

Mr Hoffman—Mr. Ryan how long have you
been A clty assessor? A —Fourteen years.

Q. —In the eity of New-York or In Brooklyn? A=
fn Brooklyn

Q. —Ani what dd vou assess there as o clty asses
sor in Brooklyn? A.—I nssessed all over Brooklyn.

@ —Real estate? A —HReal extate exclusively.

Q. —You applied by a written applicution to be
appoltited i Deputy Tax Commissioner? A.—Yes,
sir

Q —=When dil you make that application? A
I don't know, just sabout the same time as the
others did

Q@ —You ronsidersd yourself an expert on the
questlon of the valuation of real estate In Brook-
I¥n? A.—1 don’t call myself an expert.

Q.—You knew the value of renl estate? A—T 414,

Q. =DM you gradunte from any coilege? A.—No,
sir; 1 graduated ns a mechanic

Qg —And when you went up for your examina-
tlon you did not succesd In getting as large 4 pefs
contage In arithmetic as others? A.—Yes, sir; and
I can tell you why that was,

Mr Hoffman—I don’t want to know why,

FRANK T'THLEIN SWORN,

HE HAD BOME EXPERIENCE A8 REAL EB
TATE AGENT AND IN BUILDING.

Mr. Moss—Mr. Ulhleln.

Frank A. Ulhlein sworn.

Mr. Moss—Mr. Uihletn, you passed the Civil Ser
vies exnmination with a rate of 7. according to the
officlal record? A--Yes

Q—And you were appointed when? A —1808 the
Bth of July, I think

Q —A= a Deputy Tax Commissioner? A.—Tes, sir.

Q-—You are one of the gentlemen who goes out,
values the property, ptuts on the figures upon which
the people pay? A.—Yesr sir

Q.—What businesx have you been in—the real es-
tate husiness® A—Bullder and real estate,

@ —Whereahouts? A ~In Yorkville and Newe
York

@ —Yorkville and New-York? A.—Yes, in News
York; Uved in Yorkville all my life

Q.—How long bhave you bullt?
fourteen yenrs,

Q—In a firm or by yourself” A —My father and
myself

Q. —What salary are you recelving as Deputy Tax
Commissioner? A —Beventeen hundred doliars,

Q.—Yon left n husiness to take s salary of §1,7007
A.~No, I haven't done any bullding for three or
four years since father died.

Q —What business have you been in? A—1have
been in the real estate business, selling and taking
charge of properties

Q —Are you selling and taking charge of prope
erties now? A —No, #ir

Q. ~Given It all up, have you? A-—Yes,

() —Then 1 say you have loft the real estate busle
pens to take a saluried position for BT A
Yeu, sir,

Q—And you did that to better your condition,
dign't you? A.—In & way, yes, -

Q. —You made spplieation for this position, £
suppose? A —Yen

Q—How? A=Through the reguisr chunnels,

Q.--What regular channels® A —Got the aps
plication blauks in the Clyll Service Department
and went through the examination

Q@ —And who backed you® A —Several promi.
peut men In Yorkville, bustniess people In Yorks
ville and people In New-York.

Q —What distriot have you been assossing tnf
A.~In the Borough of Queens,

@ —In the Borough of Queensa?

A ~Twelve or

Where do you

ve? A~Llve In New-York.
Q —Wherenbouts? A.~No 57 Easst Eigithye
ninth-st,

@ —How long have you lived in New-Vork? Aee
All my life
A STRANGER TO QUEENS
Q-Did you do anything tn Quesns?
Q—Did you do uny collecting in Queens?
No,
Q—DId you sell any property in Queens? A=
1 have negotiated for properties In Queens,
Q—Where? A Flushing and Astoria, and &if-
ferent parts of Queens. .
Q-—-How many places in the last three years?
[

A ~=XNo,
A
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